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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



THE HARPER O'CONNELLAN. 
Siu — It is nearly three years since I first read the me- 
trical translation of an Irish ode to the Harper O'Con- 
nellan, which is to be found in the 14th Number of your 
Journal. On lookit^ over this little piece the other day, 
I was forcibly impressed by the admirable manner in 
which it expresses the spirit of the original. The mere 
English reader will be able to form some judgment on 
the matter, from the subjoined literal version of this de- 
lightful little monument of bardic skill. 

ODE TO THE SKILFUL MUSICIAN, o'cONNP.LLAN. 

Airy Spirit ! who hast obtained true admiration. 

Through the extent of Fola,* 
And hast discovered the only true way 

Of the strains of music to the heart, 
Vain is the harmony 

Of Euroi)e after thee^ 
After the delightful vibrations 

Of thy fingers on the gentle wires. 
There is no desire of the hearts of the kings 

Of Europe through its extent 
That thou couldst not soothe 

By the soft, swift touch of thy fingers. 
Thou couldst change them to mirth 

By the low-murmuring sound of thy 
hand (on the harp.) 
Spirit ! who hast stole from the fairies in their airy halls 

Through Fola, 

• An ancient name of Ireland. 



The sweet-toned plaintive strain, melting 

Each eye to tears. 
That would heal the breast-pang 

And each illness of the feeble body 
There is no skiful minstrel that is not behind thee 

Far, in his melody, 
Oh, thou whose spirit-music 

Chaseth mist from the heart ! 

This is rather a hasty translation. It would be iinpos- 
sible, however, to appreciate fully, without an acquaint- 
ance with the original, the harmonious numbers and in- 
tricate versification of this beautiful ode. Iota. 

To the Editor of the Dublin Penny Journal. 



THE EARTH. 
It is the earth, says Pliny, that, like a kind mother, re- 
ceives us at our birth, and sustains when born. It is this 
alone, of all the elements around us, that is never found 
an enemy to man. The body of waters deluge him with 
rains, oppress him with hail, and drown him with inunda- 
tions. The air rushes in storms, prepares the tempest, or 
lights up the volcano. But the earth, gentle and indul- 
gent, ever subservient to the wants of man, spreads his 
walks with flowers, and his table with plenty — returns with 
interest every good committed to her care; and though 
she produces the poison, she still supplies the antidote — 
though constantly teased more to furnish the luxuries of 
man, than his necessities, yet even to the last she conti- 
nues her kind indulgence; and when life is over, she 
piously covers his remains in her bosom. 




STATUE OF GEORGE II. 



This statue stands as a decoration to the Weaver's 
Hall a venerable brick buildint;, situated on the Cooinbe, 
in the Earl of Meath'j Liberty. The statue was consi- 



dered handsome, and was originally finely gilt and orna- 
mented; but the hall is now little used, and the building 
appears fust haoteuing to decay. 



